





Adopt “Total Material Consumption” (TMC)
as an EU headline indicator

We strongly encourage the broad adoption of “Total Material Consumption (TMC)”as a comprehensive
headline indicator on natural resource use on the European Union level.

We believe that TMC is a useful measure of total consumption of resources and therefore an important
indicator for sustainable development. TMC helps answer some simple but crucial questions at the
heart of sustainable development: Is the European Union reducing its resource dependence? Is it
performing well in terms of eco-efficiency? Is it able to provide the same, or increased, well-being using
fewer resources? Is the EU exporting environmental damage to other world regions via international
trade?

TMC is already included as a “best-needed” headline indicator in the current set of sustainable
development indicators developed by EUROSTAT, in order to monitor progress in the implementation
of the renewed Sustainable Development Strategy of the EU.> We acknowledge and appreciate this step.
We encourage EUROSTAT to elevate TMC from a “best-needed” into a “best-available” indicator.

In order to reflect EU's concern about sustainable development, TMC should, at the Spring Summits,
become one of the key headline indicators for measuring progress of the Lisbon Strategy, at the same
level as GDP growth and unemployment.

We stress the particular importance of adequately considering aspects of international trade in national
resource use indicators. In addition to natural resource extraction within the national territories, the
TMC indicator includes imports and exports and their indirect material requirements. Taking these
indirect material flows into account is important for considering the environmental impact which the
EU transfers to other continents through international trade and is key to understanding Europe’s
global environmental responsibility.

We acknowledge that research and data compilation to calculate TMC in the EU is ongoing and not yet
complete. We emphasise that data quality and availability, in particular on unused domestic extraction
(such as overburden from mining) and on indirect material flows of traded products is still poor for
many countries. We therefore strongly encourage the European Union to make this research a top
priority and to support the necessary research with adequate funding. It is possible and necessary to fill
the research gaps that hold us back from fully calculating TMC.

We suggest that until solid data are available, the proxy indicator “Domestic Material Consumption
(DMC)”, which does not include unused domestic extraction and indirect flows of traded products, may
be used as interim indicator.*

3 Total Material Requirement (TMR), the major component of TMC, is another important indicator, which has
been already reported by the European Environment Agency (EEA) for the EU and by various countries and,
put in relation to GDP, is an important indicator to measure progress towards higher resource productivity.

4 To indicate material use for production, Direct Material Input (DMI), the major component of DMC, is
another important indicator.
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If your institution wants to sign this statement and take
part in this initiative, please contact Stefan Giljum
(stefan.giljum@seri.at) or Fritz Hinterberger
(fritz.hinterberger@seri.at) at the Sustainable Europe
Research Institute or representatives of any of the listed
institutions.
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